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Considering that commercial sulphate of ammonia
is principally used as a fertiliser, and that, largely on
the sugar plantation of the West Indies, it is evident
that the presence of the three impurities above named
is not detrimental, and no one with common sense
ought to take objection to either the smell or colour of
sulphate of ammonia that is to be used as a fertiliser,
and so long as it contains the guaranteed percentage
of ammonia they should be content, because it is the
ammonia that does the work, and the presence of the
above impurities will not detract from the good results
in any way. However, the various companies in trying
to oust each other's product by expatiating on the
superior colour and therefore purity of one make over
another, has led the consumers to believe that a light-
coloured sulphate is a better fertiliser than a dark-
coloured one, and, consequently, it is necessary nowadays
to manufacture as light coloured a product as possible
in order to find a suitable market for it.

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA MANUFACTURE.
The general arrangement of the apparatus used in
the manufacture of sulphate of ammonia is shown in
Fig. 49, in which A is the still, B the acid, and C the
alkaline " cracker boxes," D the settling tank, and E
the evaporating box in the " ammonia house " E. The
vapours from the stills pass into the main Gr, which
supplies the cracker boxes through the connections H,
and the spent water runs off through the connection I.
As a large volume of sulphuretted hydrogen, carbonic